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Commemorative Unity Wreath Making Workshop 
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW: LESSONS FROM THE PAST 
 
Between the days of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination on April 4 and 
his funeral on April 9, 1968, the nation experienced the greatest social 
upheaval since the Civil War.  Fury filled riots broke out in over 100 cities, 
dozens of people were killed, thousands injured and millions of dollars of 
damage occurred.  The city of Atlanta stood in sharp contrast.  As thousands 
of mourners poured into the city, the city stood steady.  In the midst of 
incalculable loss, family members, city leaders, community leaders, students 
and volunteers joined together to literally live out Dr. King’s legacy of 
courageous nonviolence.  This time was marked by countless expressions of 
unity and grace from all sectors of the city.   
 
On the day of his funeral, throughout the course of the three and a half mile 
procession from Ebenezer Baptist Church to Morehouse College, over a 
thousand civilians volunteered to protect the 100,000 mourners who came to 
memorialize him.   From children to freedom fighters, individuals from across 
Atlanta and further afield acted to use their skills to maintain peace at that 
tumultuous time.  Just as City Hall and churches positioned beautiful wreaths 
throughout out the city, many other everyday people made their own 
commemorative wreaths, holding them up as a sign of love and unity as the 
funeral procession wended its way throughout the streets.  
 
As we approach the 50th anniversary of this moment, our society is facing 
tremendous political discord, racial and gender discrimination and 
economic and environmental injustice.  There are profound lessons to learn 
by looking back at how the everyday people of the civil rights era were able 
to channel their grief into creating positive actions to hold their city together. 
 
Participation in the the Drum Major Project invites Atlantans to simultaneously 
engage with our inspiring civil rights legacy and the violent costs of political 
action.  We firmly believe the social and political context of our country at 
this moment requires a reflection of how legacies of civil rights struggles and 
racial violence inform who we are today.  Through participation in the Drum 
Major Project, we seek to bring people together to reflect, grieve, and 
celebrate our past and present, in the hopes of nurturing, in some small way, 
a Beloved Community of the future. 
 

 
   

http://firehousecreativeproductions.com                                      2 

http://firehousecreativeproductions.com/


 

    ACTIVITY:  
During this activity, we will create commemorative wreaths which serve as 
symbols of remembrance and markers for strength, perseverance, and unity. 
Through making these wreaths, we will hold ourselves accountable for 
showing up to improve our own communities.  You are invited to display 
these wreaths along the funeral processional route on April 9th 2018, on the 
50th anniversary of Dr. King’s funeral, and to join us as we retrace the funeral 
procession path from Ebenezer Baptist Church to Morehouse College. 
Beginning at 11:30 am, this March for Humanity is a call for us to walk in 
solidarity toward a just future, in witness to the past. 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER:  
On February 4th, 1968, from the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
Dr. Martin Luther King preached his Drum Major Instinct sermon.  This was his 
last major sermon; he was assassinated only two months later.  His wife 
Coretta Scott King requested that this sermon be played at his funeral 
service.  In a foreshadowing of his own death, Dr. King reflected on what he 
wanted to be said about him after he died – he spoke his legacy as he 
would wish to be remembered, and in so doing, defined with eloquent 
simplicity, a personal and communal moral vision for the entire world.  
 
As you follow the steps of the wreath making activity, use these materials for 
your reflection and discussion. 
 
1) Listen to or read the Drum Major Instinct sermon 
 

Text: 
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/documentsentry
/doc_the_drum_major_instinct/ 
 
Recorded sound:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcuifZJdyaY 
 
Excerpt included at the end of this document. 

 
2) When you listen to Dr. King’s sermon, the message of the following quote 
emerges as an undergirding legacy and challenge to us:  

 
“I want you to say that I tried to love and serve humanity."   

 
As you work together to create a Commemorative Unity Wreath, discuss: 
How does this particular  statement speak to you, individually and 
collectively, 50 years on? 
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3) Dr. King’s legacy includes a personal invitation to each of us to be the 
change we want to see in the world.  We can make this change through 
simple acts of kindness as well as dedicated efforts to bring about lasting 
social change.  Either way, it always begins with individuals and communities. 
Continue making your wreaths and develop your discussion to include these 
questions: 
 

What is one change you would like to see in your community? 
 
What ideas can you think of to help facilitate this change? 
 
Who is someone you can think of that has helped to create change 
and has helped to make a difference in your community? 
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SUPPLIES & MATERIALS: 
 

What you will need:  Additional Notes:  Links: 
 

-Wire Wreath Frame, 
12”-16” 
AMAZON.COM, $5.52 + 
shipping 

**You can also 
check your local 
craft store for the 
frame or make one 
using metal wire.  
 
**Local in-store cost: 
$3-$5 

https://www.amazon.com/Wire-Wreath-Frame
-12-Green/dp/B004BPTGUU/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8
&qid=1514942564&sr=8-3&keywords=wire+wre
ath+frame+12+inch 

 

-100-200 strips of gray 
colored cotton, muslin, 
denim, other cotton 
fabric, or old, reused 
clothing.  Depending 
on your wreath size, this 
amounts to approx. 1-2 
yards of new, cotton 
fabric @ 36”W x 44”L, 
as seen in the link, at 
Fabric.com, $3.78 + 
shipping. 1.5-2 yards for 
12” wreath & 2-3 yards 
for 16” wreath & up. 

**You will require an 
additional 18+ strips 
if you follow the 
optional portion of 
the activity.  1 yard 
of new fabric, should 
produce approx. 
80-100 strips.  
 

https://www.fabric.com/buy/fk-009/cotton-br
oadcloth-grey 

 

-(Optional): an 
additional ½ yard of 
bright colored fabric 
for the handwritten 
strips and rosettes 

**Suggested colors: 
GOLD, OLIVE or 
CHARTREUSE GREEN, 
ORANGE 
**These strips may be 
longer and wider if 
you wish 

 

-1 Sharpie or 
permanent fabric 
marker, $1.00 

-hot glue gun/sticks, 
$5.75 

  
***ESTIMATED PER WREATH COST: $16.00-$20 (+ tax & shipping, if applicable) 
***EACH WREATH APPROXIMATELY 1-4 PARTICIPANTS 
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Excerpt from Drum Major Instinct Sermon, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Feb 4, 1968 
 
Every now and then I guess we all think realistically (Yes, sir) about that day when we will 
be victimized with what is life's final common denominator—that something that we call 
death. We all think about it. And every now and then I think about my own death and I 
think about my own funeral. And I don't think of it in a morbid sense. And every now and 
then I ask myself, "What is it that I would want said?" And I leave the word to you this 
morning. 
 
If any of you are around when I have to meet my day, I don’t want a long funeral. And if you 
get somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell them not to talk too long. (Yes) And every now and 
then I wonder what I want them to say. Tell them not to mention that I have a Nobel Peace 
Prize—that isn’t important. Tell them not to mention that I have three or four hundred 
other awards—that’s not important. Tell them not to mention where I went to school. (Yes) 
I'd like somebody to mention that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to give his life 
serving others. (Yes) 
 
I'd like for somebody to say that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to love somebody. 
I want you to say that day that I tried to be right on the war question. (Amen) 
I want you to be able to say that day that I did try to feed the hungry. (Yes) 
And I want you to be able to say that day that I did try in my life to clothe those who were 
naked. (Yes) 
 
I want you to say on that day that I did try in my life to visit those who were in prison. (Lord) 
I want you to say that I tried to love and serve humanity. (Yes) 
 
Yes, if you want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a drum major for justice. 
(Amen) Say that I was a drum major for peace. (Yes) I was a drum major for righteousness. 
And all of the other shallow things will not matter. (Yes) I won't have any money to leave 
behind. I won't have the fine and luxurious things of life to leave behind. But I just want to 
leave a committed life behind. (Amen) And that's all I want to say. 
If I can help somebody as I pass along, 
If I can cheer somebody with a word or song, 
If I can show somebody he's traveling wrong, 
Then my living will not be in vain. 
If I can do my duty as a Christian ought, 
If I can bring salvation to a world once wrought, 
If I can spread the message as the master taught, 
Then my living will not be in vain. 
 
Yes, Jesus, I want to be on your right or your left side, (Yes) not for any selfish reason. I 
want to be on your right or your left side, not in terms of some political kingdom or 
ambition. But I just want to be there in love and in justice and in truth and in commitment 
to others, so that we can make of this old world a new world. 
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